2008 Bedford County Cover Crops | ncentive Program

--Program Signup Form--

Name: nePho
Address: City:
State: Zip: County: Watershed (if known)

Cover crop(s) & estimated number of silage acreswith cover crops (max. 100 acres per operator):

Barley ($20/acre) Number of corn silage acres enrolled:
Winter Wheat  ($20/acre) Number of corn silage acres enrolled:
|| Winter Rye ($20/acre) Number of corn silage acres enrolled:

Bedford Co. Conservation District Equipment Program:

Through the Bedford County Conservation Distrigiguipment Program, Bedford County operators
can rent no-till drills for $12/ac plus a $20 deliy fee to plant cover crops. Rental Rates argsub
to change. Are you interested in renting a nadtill? Yes| | No¢ |

Comments

Additional materials needed to enroll in the 2008 Cover Crops I ncentive Program:

___Signed Chesapeake Bay Special Project Fundingd=(CBP-SP1, CBP-SP3, CBP-SP5)
(Will be provided by the Bedford County Conservatistrict)

__ Field map(s) showing field and field location
(Contact your FSA or NRCS office for field maps)

__ Completed and signed copy of IRS form W-9
(Contact the Bedford County Conservation Distrigiou need an IRS form W-9)

General program information:

e Signup DeadlinesAugust 1, 2008
Additional sign-up acres may be available aftersiigaup deadline.

e Enrollment is first-come, first-serve.
Operators are not guaranteed enrollment untiliedtlly the Bedford County Conservation District.

e Eligible Cover Crops:
Winter rye, winter wheat, and barley, planted &ughels per acre (certified seeth@ required).

e Eligible cropland is limited t@or n silage acres.
e Cover crops must be established by the followingsla

* Barley October 1
* Wheat October 1%
* Rye November %

There will be no extension of these deadlines

e Cover crops must be established with a no-till drill into standing cor n silage stubble.
Please contact the conservation district if youdrespiipment rental assistance.

e Operators must maintain cover crop soil cover thho@pril 15",

e Cover crop fields must achieve 50% soil cover byil&s" via live or terminated cover crop.

e Liquid manure application is permitted on coverpxcfield, however operators are still expected tiiazn
50% soil cover via cover crop

e Cover crop fields will be scouted by the Conseprafistrict prior to April 18 for verification of cover
crop establishment and 50% soil cover. “Good fafforts will not be penalized provided soil cover
deficit was caused by factors out of operator’smnsuch as deer.



Additional Program Information:

Benefits Of Cover Crops

Corn silage production is almost second to norterims of forage quality. However the production of
corn silage is also one of the most soil-damagmg< you can grow. Because corn silage removes
the entire corn plant from the field very littleany at all, corn residue is left on the fieldisface.

The result is a continual decrease of the soilaityibecause of the constant removal of organic
matter (in the form of corn residue), which canndaéically reduce the soil's production capability
over time. Additionally, because of the lack ofrcstalk residue following silage production thedi

is exposed to soil erosion, which carries away wiggaatter and nutrients found in the topsoll, agai
damaging the field’s productive capacity, and aegrading the quality of local streams and
groundwater. One method for continuing to prodemen silage to meet the farm’s forage needs and at
the same time maintain and increase the soil guaitl protect the environment is to grow a winter
cover crop. The use of cover crops following csitage harvest can dramatically reduce soil ergsion
increase soil health, reduce nutrient runoff, aratgrt surface and groundwater resources. Cover
crops reduce soil loss and nutrient runoff by pnéwg soil-raindrop impact and by decreasing the
flow of soil and nutrient-laden rain and snowmelming off of the field. Cover crops can also
improve the soil's health by creating organic matteducing compaction, retaining and recycling
nutrients, and increasing water infiltration, byieerting nutrients into leaves and roots whichaeel

the corn residue lost from the field during sildgevest. Over time cover crops can quickly “pay fo
themselves” by improving the soil's ability to grdwgh quality, high yielding silage.

Bedford County’s No-Till Drill EQuipment Program

The Bedford County Conservation District’s EquipmBental Program has no-till drills available to
the participants of this program. The Bedford Ggu@onservation District’s Equipment Program
offers the drills for a low $12 per acre rentakranhd a one-time delivery fee of $20. If you do avn
a no-till drill or are just now considering your-tith options, renting a drill from the Bedford Coty
Conservation District could be an excellent waget started. With drill rental comes farm delivery
set-up assistance, and full service maintenante. efuipment program has been in operation for
nearly 20 years and has 8 drills available. Abdglare John Deere, Vermeer, and Great Plains.drill

Contact Information:

Please return this form to the Bedford County Corag@n District at the following address.
Bedford County Conservation District

702 West Pitt Street

Fairlawn Court, Suites 3 & 4

Bedford, PA 15522

The Bedford County Conservation District can behed at 814-623-7900, ext.112, 125 or 128.



